Influence of acute, subchronic and chronic treatment with neuroleptic (haloperidol) on enkephalins and their precursors in the striatum of rat brain.
We examined the effects of chronic, subchronic and acute treatment with haloperidol on the ME, the MERGL and enkephalin precursor concentrations in rat brain. The changes affected primarily the striatum. The ME content was greatly increased by the treatment, the precursor level was decreased by the haloperidol treatment. The specific mRNA for proenkephalin A increased. For these reasons, we conclude that the effect of haloperidol increase both the biosynthesis and the processing of precursors of enkephalins in the striatum.